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Tueſday the 12th Day of No- 
vember, 1745; and in the 


EHoare Mayor 3  NineteenthYear of the Reign 
0 of King GEORGE the Se- 
| cond, of Great Britain, &c. 


T is Ordered, That the Thanks of this 
Court be given to the Reverend Mr Mead 
(His Lordſhip's Chaplain) for his Sermon 
preached before this Court, and the Liveries of 
the ſeveral Companies of this City, at the Ca- 
thedral Church of St Paul, on Tue/day the 
Fifth of this Inftant November; and that He 
be deſired to print the ſame. 


M A N. 


110 ⁰ NE 
RIGHT HONOURABLE 


Sir Richard Hoare Knight, 
EET MAYORK 


MY LORD, 
| - 


Is I cannot hope that the following 
l Diſcourſe will meet with that 
favourable Reception from the 
Publick, which it has done from 
the Candour and Good-nature of 
Your Lordſhip, and the Worſhiptul Court of 
Aldermen; I have no other Reaſon for its 
Publication, but Your ſole Commands, and 
the Hopes I flatter myſelf with, that You will 
take it under Your. peculiar Patronage and 
Protection. 

I take this Opportunity of congratulating 
Your Lordſhip upon the Honour lately con- 
ferr d upon You by His Majeſty ; as it teſtifies 
the Royal Approbation of Your Advancement 
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to the firſt Honours and Dignity in this great 
City, at a Conjuncture, when a wiſe and 
vigilant Magiſtrate is required, to watch over 
the Security, not of this City only, but of the 
whole Kingdom ; as the Welfare of the for- 
mer has ſo much Influence on the Welfare of 
the latter. |; 
TRE uncommon Appearance of Perſons of 
the firſt Rank and Diſtinction at the ſolemn 
Commemoration of this Day's Deliverance, is 
another Inſtance of the Regard ſhewn to Your 
Lordſhip, as well as of the Zeal, greatly be- 
coming Perſons of their high Station, for the 
Preſervation of our happy Conſtitution. 
Trar Your Lordſhip will diſcharge your 
moſt important Truſt with JuſticeandIntegrity, - 
is what we are morally aſſur'd of from Your 
known and eſtabliſhed Character; and that 
an equal Succeſs may attend Your Endea- 
vours, is the Deſire of all good Men; and the 


hearty Prayer of, 
My Loxp, 


Your Lordſbip's maſe Obedicnt, - 
and Faithſul Cha plain, 


Norman Mead. 


Un 


Is aian VII. 5, 6, 7. 


Becauſe Syria, Ephraim, and the fon of 
Remaliah, have taken evil counſel againſt thee, 
ſaying, 

Let us go up againſt Fudah, and vex it; 
and let us make a breach therein for us, and 


ſet a king in the midſt of it, even the ſon of 
Tabeal. 


Thus ſaith the Lox Gov, It ſhall not 
and, neither ſhall it come to paſs. 


HE frequent Diſappointment of wicked 
l Deſigns, formed againſt States and King- 
(6,72 doms, and recorded in facred and profane 
Hiſtory, isa ſtanding Argument of the great 
Power, and ſignal Providence of G op. — Whenever 
a Nation, or Body of People, were bleſſed with the En- 
joyment of G op's Favour ; though they might now 
and then forfeit it in ſome Inſtances, yet in the Main, 
they were the certain Objects of his Conſideration, 
Tux Royal Family of Judab, were pronounced to 
be Gop's peculiar as wk ; they were diſtinguiſhed 


by 
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by many viſible Marks of his Goodneſs, which expoſed 
them to the Envy and Intrigues of neighbouring Pow- 
ers, whom they had no conſiderable Force whereby to 
oppoſe ; the Protection of Heaven was their chief Sup- 
port, and their firm Nene hems it, * beſt Secu- 
rity. | - 
Turv were now terribly SE at a ſtrong ' 
federacy formed by Rain and Pekoh, in eur of a 


Perſon, whom theſe Princes had determined to impoſe 
upon them; and who, as he was ſet up and ſupported 


by them, was laid under a Neceflity of acting in Con- 
formity to their Meaſures. — Circumſtances do fo tho- 
roughly coincide, that we may juſtly be allowed to 
draw a Parallel between the Kingdom of Judea and 
our own Nation, both as to its Privileges and Perſecu- 
tions: For from the Religion and Conſtitution we are 
bleſſed with; from the many Inſtances of divine Re- 
gard, and from the manifold Eſcapes and Deliverances 
we have met with, we may, without Arrogance or 
Vanity, conclude ourſelves to be of the Number of 
Go p's favourite People. We likewiſe, (ſimilar to the 
People of Judea) are expoſed to the Rage and Reſent- 
ment of two, neither ſmall nor contemptible Powers ; 
who have for a long Time envied the Extent of our 
Trade and Commerce, the Wealth and Affluence, the 
Reputation and Sway we bear, not only in Europe, but 
in every Part of the habitable and civilized World. 

As we are their Rivals in Strength and Power, we 
cannot fail to be the Objects of their pernicious Deſigns; 
the Diſappointment our vigorous Meaſures have lately 

given 
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given them, will never be forgotten: We now too 

ſenſibly feel the Weight of their Reſentment, by their 
ſupporting an unnatural and wicked Rebellion : They 
have ſet all their Engines at work, and, by religious 
Intrigues, as well as open Violence, are intruding upon 
us a Perſon, whoſe very Principles ſtrike at the Root, 
and threaten the Subverſion of our excellent Conſtitu- 
tion in Church and State; the Deſtruction of our Lives 
and Liberties, and all that's dear and valuable to Man- 
kind. 

Tuls, it muſt be allowed, juſtly fills us with freſh 
Fears and Apprehenſions, and damps the Joy of this 
Day's Deliverance : But by our ſtedfaſt Adherence 
to the Rules of our Duty, and devout Acknowledg- 
ment of our Obligations to the Supreme Being; we 


may humbly hope, that the ſame omnipotent Hand 


which has hitherto protected and preſerved us, will ill 


be ſtretched out to our immediate Defence and Sup- 
port; and fruſtrate theſe wicked Devices, that they 


ſhall not ſtand, nor come to paſs. 


Ix the Verſe preceeding the Text, the Powers that 


C K 


conſpired againſt the Peace and Proſperity of Judah, 
are ſtiled the Tails of ſmoaking Fire-brands : An Em- 
blem very ſignificative; whether we conſider the ſhort- 
ivd Heat of their ungovernable Paſſions, or the ſimall- 


neſs of their Power in compariſon of Gop's; and (if 


we may be allowed to bring the Reſemblance home to 


our own Caſe) we likewiſe ſhall find ourſelves expoſed 
to the religious Heat of a miſguided Zeal, to an arm- 
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ed Force, which nothing but a divine Bleſſing upon 
our Arms can quell and ſubdue. What Encouragement 
we have to hope for the like Succeſs with the People 
of Judah, will evidently appear, 


I. FIRST, By taking a general Survey of the kind 
Interpoſal of Providence, in dangerous Caſes. 

II. StconDLy, By reflecting upon ſome of thoſe 
miraculous Eſcapes, which we of this Nation have for- 
merly experienced; and that of this Day more particu. 

III. To which, I ſhall ſubjoin the Uſes we are to 
make of theſe Marks of Gop's Favour and Loving- 
kindnels, 


Tux Grounds of Reliance upon Gop's Providence, 
proceed from his Attributes, his Promiſes, and his Per- 
formances. As the World was created for the Enjoy- 
ment and Happineſs of Mankind; the divine Goodneſcs, 
Juſtice, and Mercy, will certainly concur in the Eſta- 
bliſhment of theſe Bleſſings to us, unleſs we forfeit them, 
by a notorious Contempt of his Laws, by a wilful De- 
parture from thoſe admirable Rules, which He has 
furniſned us withal for our Conduct and Behaviour. 
For to ſuppoſe that we ſhould be honoured with the 
Image and Impreſſion of the divine Being, and, not- 
withſtanding our Endeavours to frame our Lives agree- 


ably thereto, ſhould be forſaken and made a Prey 


to earthly or ſpiritual Powers; this would be an unjuſt 
and 


„ * 
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and wicked Reflection upon the infinite Goodneſs and 


Righteouſneſs of Gop, upon the immenſe Purity and 
Perfection of his Nature. | 
His Deſign in creating us, was, doubtleſs, to make us 

happy; but ſince Happineſs, by reaſon of the Fall, could 
never be attained by our natural Powers, we cannot 
imagine that He would permit us to be totally deprived 
of it, by an utter Sequeſtration of himſelf from human 
Affairs, and leaving us entirely to our own Weakneſſes 
and Imperfections: No; fo long as we are zealous for 
the Advancement of Religion and Virtue, we are ac- 
ceptable in the ſight of Gop, and have a laſting Title 
to his Favour and Protection; No weapons formed again 
7s can proſper : The fame kind and gracious Providence, 
which we experience in a private Capacity, we are Par- 
. takers of in publick ; and are ſenſible of no Alteration 
in the divine Intentions towards us, ſo long as we unite 
in devout and pious, in juſt and equitable, in chaſte 
and temperate Meaſures. 

Bu r a People's Grounds for Confidence and Security, 
do not proceed from the Nature of G o 0's Attributes 
only, but from his Promiſes likewiſe, which are full, 
and expreſſive upon all needful Occaſions. And indeed, 
nothing could prove ſo great an Encouragement to the 
Practice of Piety and Virtue, as the Aſſurance of Per- 
{ons having their Obedience rewarded : This is a Spur 
to the actuating Powers, and cannot fail of its Influence 
upon the Minds of Men, who have their ſpiritual or 
temporal Welfare at Heart. 
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2 Chron, 


XU, 7. 


Ter. xxiv. 
D, 7. 


— 


Gos very well knew how much the Wicked would 
endeavour to oppreſs the Juſt; how prone Men of 
factious and turbulent Spirits would be, to diſturb the 


Peace, and undermine the Stability of Kingdoms ; how 


much an over-grown Power would diſcourage and diſ- 
may, and fill People of leſſer Force, with the conſtant 
Apprehenſions of being overwhelmed. For which 
Reaſon, He thought it expedient to give them ſuch 
Aſſurances of Safety and Deliverance, as might diſſi- 
pate their Fears, and ſecure their Hopes of a Continuance 
of the invaluable Bleſſings of Peace and Proſperity. God's 
omnipotent Power, and infinits Goodneſs, go always 
Hand in Hand; and we are led from a large Experience 
of the one, to a firm Conviction of the other. 

Ir was this, that ſupported the Princes of Mraecl, 
under the Invaſion of Shi/bak King of Egybt, who 
came with a numberleſs Army againſt them: 7T will nor 
deſtroy them, faith the Lord, but J will graut them ſome 
Deliverance. It was this likewiſe, that encouraged rhe 
captive Princes of Judab, and made them bear their 
Bondage with Patience and Reſignation, G oD having 
given them an Heart to know Him; and aſſured them, 
that they ſhould be his People, and He world be their God; 
that He would ſet his Eyes upon them for Good; that 
He would build them, and not pull them down ; and that 
He would plant them, and not pluck them up. | 

Many more Paſſages to the like Effect might be 
produced, but it is needleſs to multiply Scripture, for 


a Proof of Gop's Promiſes alone, ſince it abounds 


with 


"" before the LORD MAYOR, &c. 


II 


ah fo many Inſtances of the Completion thereof; faf- 
ficient to remove all Doubt, and to filence every Diſ- 
puteabout theExtent of his Power, or the gracious Inter- 
poſal of his Providence: For it was He who reſcued the 
Children of Hrael, and brought about their Deliverance, 
by ſuch a Complication of Miracles, as could not be ef- 
fected by any Power, leſs than divine: It was He who 
preſerved the Jews from the Fury of Nebuchadonoſor, 
and made a Handful of People triumph over an Army 


numberleſs as the Sand, and which covered the Face of judith ii. 
the whole Earth: It was He alone who carried David 28. 


in Safety, through ſuch a Croud of Dangers; and His 
mighty Power, that ſo wonderfully delivered King 
Hezekiah, and his People, from the Rage and Inſolence 
of Sennacherib, King of Aſſyria; and fatally convinced 
that haughty Monarch, what the moſt ſeemingly de- 
{picable People were capable of doing, when ſupported 
by a divine Power: For in this Inſtance, it readily ap- 


pears, that the Battle is not always to the Strong; but 


that they, who go forth in the Name of the Lord, and 
place their Truſt and Confidence in Him, have the 
greateſt Proſpect of Succeſs; they are not ſo liable to 
be daunted by Numbers, but are animated by the Juſt- 
neſs of their Cauſe; are Bold and Couragious, and with 
redoubled Valour attack their Enemies on every Side. 
IT muſt however be obſerved, that this Preſence of 
Mind, as it chiefly proceeds from a Reliance upon 
Gop's Aſſiſtance, ſo muſt it be built upon a good 
Foundation; otherwiſe, People may preſume too much, 
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and fall a Sacrifice to their own Folly: So that the 
Doctrine of Affiance had need be well guarded, that 
a Nation may neither ſuffer by its own Raſhneſs, nor 
be tempted to charge God fooltſhly, becauſe their ground- 
leſs Expectations are diſappointed. For whether we 
conſult the ſacred Hiſtory, or reflect upon Events 
within the Compaſs of our own Knowledge; we ſhall 
find room enough to conclude, that Faith and Obedi- 
ence muſt go Hand in Hand; and that Go p never 
did, nor ever will vouchſate his Help, but when He 
found Perſons recommending themſelves to his Favour 
by requiſite Qualifications : Accordingly, we find, that 
in the Inſtance of Rehobram's Eſcape from the Invaſion: 
of Shiſhak, before mentioned, it was entirely owing to 
a ſingular A& of Humiliation, which appeaſed the 
Wrath of Go p, and engaged Him to exert his Power 
in the Behalf of him and his People; this was the Con- 
dition in Hegetiab's Caſe; and the People of Fudoh 
fell down before the Lord, worſhipping the Lord ; 
previous to that Advice of Jehoſhaphat, Belrcve in the 
2 C _ Lord your God, fo fhail ye be eſtabliſhed; believe bis 
«x te Prophets, ſo ſhall ye proſper. 
FARTHER, we mult obſerve, that Go p's Power 
is not confined to any ſingle Method of Acting; but is 


exerciſed various Ways, according to the Reſult of in- 
finite Wiſdom, and the Exigeney of the Caſe. — Thus 


in 7o/hua's Days, the ſacred Hiſtory informs us, that 

yy they were more who died with Hailftenes, then theſe 
11. ; when the Children of Zac flea 80 likewiſe, when 
Jonathan 


before the LORD MAYOR, &:. 
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Jonathan attacked the Garriſon of the Phi liſtines, there 


was trembling in the Hoſt, in the Field, and among the 1 Sam. 
People : And Jehoſhaphat s Succeſs againſt the Children '5- 


of Ammon and Moab, is ſaid to be owing to Gop's 
raiſing a Spirit of Jealouſy and Diſcord among them, 
which provoked them to turn their Arms one againſt 
another. 


THESE Examples plainly prove, that how neceſſary 


foever military Weapons may be, for the Defence of an 
Army, and the. Annoyance of an Enemy ; yet we 
muſt ſubſcribe to the Truth of holy David's Aſſertion, 
that Gop ſaveth not by Sword, and that Victory is of” 
the Lord. And this will farther appear by the 


IT. SECOND Thing I propoſed, which was to enu- 
merate ſome of the many Eſcapes which we of this 
Nation have happily experienced. 

Ix this Undertaking, I cannot fail going back to 
the Reformation, that grand Introduction to our pre- 
ſent Happineſs; Then it was that the Nation began 
to ſhake off the Yoke of Popery, and to enjoy the 
pure and undefiled Exerciſe of the Chriſtian Religion: 
It had long been involved in Ignorance and Error, was 
become a Prey to Superſtition and Idolatry, and made 
a Slave to Tyranny and arbitrary Power. The Prince 
who at that Time diſputed the Papal Authority, though 
he might not be excited to it by a Scruple of Conſcience, 
but by a Thirſt after Power; yet laid the Foundation 
for a vigorous Oppoſition to the Romzſh Syſtem: And 
GOD Almighty, who can bring Good out of Evil, 
graciouſly improved the Opportunity, and gave the 


moſt 
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moſt fatal Blow that ever was ſtruck to Popiſh Super- 
ſtition and Idolatry. 

HAP was it for England that the Prince who 
took this vigorous Meaſure, lived long enough to cul- 
tivate the Influence of it; and was ſucceeded by. Ano- 


ther, whoſe great Virtues gave us the moſt promiſing 


Hopes, had Gor thought fit to continue him among 
us: But his untimely Death opened the Door to a freſh 
Scene of Troubles and Calamities; for what a Com- 
plication of Miſeries did Queen Mary's Reign produce? 
And how near were the Advantages (gained by the 


two former) to being irrecoverably loſt? For now the 


Partizans of Rome, whoſe Power had been ſo long 
curbed and reſtrained, and who under ſmothered Em- 
bers had concealed their Heat and Rage, burſt into a 


furious Flame, and ſpread Deſtruction far and wide: 


Now their Principles appeared naked and undiſguiſed, 
filled with the utmoſt Horrors; and Hundreds fell a 


dreadful Sacrifice to their Reſentment. Whoever con- 


ſults the melancholy Annals of that blood-thirſty Reign, 


will ſee Popery in its proper Colours, and view its Ad- 
herents, like Brutes and Savages, regaling themſelves 
with the Blood of their fellow - Creatures, and making 
their extreme Tortures a Matter of cruel Diverſion: 
Which ſhews to what Lengths the Ignorance of the 


Goſpel Spirit will carry Men, and what wicked Purpoſes 
a miſtaken Zeal for Religion will throw them upon. 


But the good Providence of Go p, highly incenſed 
at the ſpilling and ſporting with ſo much Blood, and 
provoked 
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gore that Religion ſhould be made a Cloak for ſo 
much Cruelty and hardneſs of Heart, ſoon removed 
their favourite Princeſs; and by the Succeſſion of ano- 
ther, endued with more humane and chriſtian Principles, 
convinced thoſe Diſturbers of the Nations Peace, and 
Enchroachers upon their Religion and Liberties, that 
no Schemes can poſſibly proſper long, which are re- 
pugnant to the Faith and Doctrine of the Gofpet. 
Hence it was, that the Proteſtant Religion began to 
revive and flouriſh; and was eſtabliſhed upon fo firm 
a Foundation, that the Gates of Hell could not finally 
prevail againſt it. 

THE Partizans of the Romiſh Church have' indeed, 
fince that Time, abounded with wicked Deſigns, and 
formed inhuman Confederaciesagainſt us; for they too 
well knew the Value of the Prize they loſt, and how 
much the noble Stand which our Anceſtors made, 
would animate and encourage the Reformed in other 
Parts of Europe : How much the Proteſtant Intereſt 
would be ſtrengthened and improved, and the Cauſe of 
Mother Church dwindle and decline. It was their In- 
tereſt therefore, either to undermine. and ſap the Foun- 
dation of our excellent Conſtitution in Church and 
State by Stratagem, or to overturn it by Violence: And 
when neither domeſtick Policy, nor Force could avail 
them, they never were at a Loſs for foreign Aſſiſtance; 
fince ſome neighbouring Prince or other, "of the fne 
Communion, was always at the Pope's Beck, and 
wanted neither Power nor Inclination to be made a 
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Tool of, and ſecond his pernicious, I may fy diaboli- 


cal, Deſigns. 
Tu E Spaniſh Armada was too notorious an Inſtance 


of this Truth, which was calculated in favour of the 


Popiſh Faction, to rob us of our Religion and Liberties 
together, and make us once more Tributaries and Vaſ- 
ſals to the Church of Rome: But here again Providence 
wonderfully interpoſed, and inſpired our then gracious 
Queen and her Forces with uncommon Fortitude and 
Valour; and made the haughty Spanzards feel, to their 
great Coſt and Grief, the Weight of her victorious 


Arm. 


Urod the Acceſtion of King James I. to the 
Crovyn, the Papiſts indeed promiſed themfelves freſh 
Advantages from the Lenity and Mildneſs of his Tem- 
per, and many by Degrees worked themſelves into 


Places of Truſt and Power; but no ſooner were they 


convinced of his Majeſty's ſteady Adherence to * 


Proteſtant Cauſe, than they were inſtigated by the 
Prince of Darkneſs to try their laſt Efforts, and en- 


deavour to extirpate Root and Branch. This put them | 
upon that villainous Plot which gave Riſe to this Day's | 
Solemnity : ADeſign! ſo horrid and execrable in its Na- 
ture, that it wants a Name bad enough to deſcribe it by: | 
A Deſign! loaded with ſuch a Complication of Villainy } 
and Barbarity, as ſhocked ſome of the very Conſpirators 


themſelves; as made the more moderate of that Commu- 


nion tremble at the Thoughts of it, and to attempt to 
ſtifle 
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ſtifle the Imputation of a Crime ſo deteſtable, and in- 
jurious to the Catholick Cauſe. 


Tus indeed may be an Argument of their Mo- 
deſty, ar diſſembled Moderation; but can never leſſen 


the Credit of a Fact, publickly confeſſed by thoſe who 


were to be the wicked Executioners of it; and which 


was recommended and patronized by the Pope himſelf, 


in the two Bulls tranſmitted to Garnet the Jeſuit ; and 
by him communicated to the Clergy and Laity of that 
Communion ; authorizing them to © hinder or diſan- 
« nul, by any Methods, the Succeſſion of a Prince, 
« who would not tolerate, nor uſe his utmoſt Endeavours 
« to promote the Catholick Religion. 

THEIR Caution and Cunning, proceeding from a 
Want of Power, reſtrained them from oppoſing King 
James's coming to the. Crown; flattering themſelves 
with the Hopes, that they might accomplith that by 
Treachery, which they could not obtain by Force. — 
But when his Majeſty had publickly and ſolemnly 
proteſted, * that He never intended to give any Tole- 
« ration to Popery ; and that He would ſpend the laſt 
« Drop of Blood in his Body rather than do it.” This 


was plainly declaring himſelf an avowed Enemy to 


their Religion, and fired them with a furious Zeal ; he 
was now an Heretick in the worſt of Senſes : and they 
thought it high time to root him, and all belonging 


to him, out of the Land of the Living. — This, 


doubtleſs, prompted them to that Scene of Barbarity 
we this Day commemorate the Deliverance from, to 
blow up the three Eſtates of the Realm at once, and, 
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Caligula like, to take off the Head and Powers of dis 
Nation at one Stroke. And they had well-nigh ef- 
ſected it, had not the Goodneſs of Gop been our 
Shield and Defence, and made the friendly Preſerva- 
tion of one of the Members, the happy and wonder- 
ful Inſtrument of ſaving the Whole. — So 7hat i the 


Lord himſelf had nos been on our fide, naw may our 1ſrael 
ſay, they had fwallowed us up quick, when they were ſo 


wrathfuliy diſpleaſed at us. 

Tn 1s Diſappointment put an End to their Hopes 
for ſome time. A Deſign ſo remarkably wicked could 
not ſoon be forgotten. Every the leaſt Effort muſt 
needs fill the Nation with Jealouſies and Apprehen- 
ſions; muſt put them upon their Guard, and make 
them abominate and abhor Principles and Practices of 
ſo malignant a Tendency. But factious and turbulent 
Spirits cannot long be at Reſt, and Men of enterpriz- 
ing Minds are ſeldom diſcouraged : Prompted by their 
unruly Wills, and a Spirit of Revenge, they are ready 
to wait for, and catch hold of the firſt favourable Op- 
portunity. Accordingly, the Strength they acquired in 
King Charles the Second's Reign, by the Favour and 


| Indulgence of that Prince, prepared them for freſh 


Enterprizes when his Brother came to the Throne. — 
Then they found a Prince to their Mind ; who having 
cagerly imbibed their Principles and T enets, readily 
became their nurſing Father. The Progreſs they made, 

filled the Proteſtants of this Kingdom once more with 
terrible Apprehenſions: Popery was pouring in like a 


Torrent; it threaten'd Deſolation and Deſtruction, far 
ad 
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and wide, and the Nation was in imminent Danger of 
being ruin'd and undone: But Gop of his infinite 
Goodneſs ſoon rais'd us up a powerful Protector and 
Deliverer ; and made this Day a double Motive for 
Praiſe and Thankſgiving... Bleſſed be Gop, he was 
ſucceeded by a Princeſs of the fame wiſe and worthy 
Sentiments ; and we have ſince been ſo happy under 
the Adminiſtration of the preſent Royal Family, that 
the Danger of loſing our Religion and Liberties, by any 
Infringement upon either, ſeems to be quite at an End. 
It were to be wiſhed we were equally ſecure from fo- 
reign Attempts: But a Nation of ſuch Wealth and 
Grandeur, is too tempting a Bait to be withſtood, too 
important a Conqueſt to remain free and undiſturb'd. 
The Crown was ſcarce fixed upon the Head of his 


late Majeſty, before we were alarmed with an unna- 


tural Rebellion in favour of a Popiſb Pretender, head- 
ed by the Romiſh Faction, and ſupported by a fo- 
reign Power ; and who, had not the Power of God 
intervened, would certainly have made a full End of 
us, and our Laws and Liberties together: But, bleſſed 
be Gop, we were at that Time alſo wonderfully pre- 
ſerved from the Danger that threaten'd us; and had 
ſome Reaſon to hope, that the ill Succeſs of that dar- 
ing Attempt, would have diſcouraged any Pretender 
from an Undertaking of the like Nature, and prevent- 
ed the deteſtable and wicked Rebellion now raiſed in His 
Majeſty's Dominions ; eſpecially after ſo many Years 
Experience of the Security of our Religion and Liber- 
ties under His auſpicious Reign, — But our Enemies 
C 2 flatter d 
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flatter d themſelves once more with a Proſpect of ſuc- 
ceeding; as we were engaged in a foreign War, and 
were deſtitute of Forces at home capable of making a 
vigorous Reſiſtance. Nor could we foreſee the Con- 
ſequences, if they had purſued the Advantage they at 
firſt gained: But a Ray of Go p's Goodneſs appeared 
through this dark Cloud of Danger, and turned their 
Thoughts a different Way, till we were furniſhed in 
a moſt expeditious manner with Succours of our own 
and a neighbouring Nation, able to make Head, and, 


by the Bleſſing of Go p, finally to prevail againſt them: 


more eſpecially, as ſo univerſal a Zeal appears in De- 
fence of our King and Country. — So that we have 
abundant Reaſon to join with the Pſalmiſt, and fay, 
Praiſed be the Lord daily, who helpeth us, and poureth 
his benefits upon us. 

ONE Circumſtance of our Preſervation I muſt not 
omit, as it redounds to the Honour and Glory of the 
principal Members of this Metropolis; and that is, 
when Men of abje& and baſe Minds conſpired to diſ- 
treſs their fellow Creatures, by endeavouring to ſink 
publick Credit, there appeared a glorious Conjunction 
of Hearts, and Reſolution of Mind, to ſupport it. — 
This is a convincing Proof that, whatever Difference 
may appear in the Principles and Opinions of Men about 
the Adminiſtration of publick Affairs, they will ever 
unite, where the real Intereſt of their Country is at 


ſtake. — May our Enemies always feel this to their 


Coſt; and may they, by our Behaviour at preſent, be 
ever diſcouraged from diſturbing us for the future. — 


But 


— 
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But it is time to proceed, Thirdly, to thoſe Uſes I pro- 
poſed to be made of the erer Inſtances of Go v's 
Favour and Loving-kindneſs. 


1. Tun £# b, « religious UG; which obliges us 
to a conſtant Reflection upon thoſe Deliverances which 
have occurr'd within the Sphere of our own Know- 


ledge ; or which we reap the Benefit of, by the Pre- 


ſervation of thoſe who have gone before us. — A live- 
ly Senſe of the Bleſſings imparted to us immediately by 
Go p, or by the Agency of others, cannot fail to be 
productive of the neceſſary Fruits of Love and Obedi- 


ence, Whilſt we look upon the Diſpenſations of Pro- 


vidence as Occurrences proceeding from common 
Cauſes, or ariſing from a caſual Concurrence of Inci- 
dents, they will make but a {light Impreſſion upon us, 
and will be apt to loſe their virtual Efficacy ; but if 
once we are convinced that they happen by the Per- 
miſſion and Appointment, and are removed ſolely by 
the Power of Go, this will inſpire us with worthy 
Sentiments, and excite us to magnify and adore our 
gracious Protector and Deliverer. — Go p's Intentions 
are always good; He never willingly aflicts the Chil- 


dren of Men, but for their Correction and Improve- 


ment, to convince them of the Error of their Ways, 
and make them more religiouſly diſpoſed ; to encou- 
rage them to be more ſtedfaſt in the Faith, and more 
zealous in every good Work, | 

Le T us therefore not be wanting to ourſelves, but 


be forward to ſecond the divine Intentions, and by a 
Lite 
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Life of Virtue and Holineſs be careful to render our- 


— 


ſelves acceptable in the Sight of Go p, that we may 
have the Evils which we feel removed, and thoſe we 
fear prevented, and have the Bleſſings we want, or rea- 
ſonably deſire, communicated to us. 

2. Tux other Uſe isof a political Nature, and requires 
us to put a due Valuation upon the Comforts and Mer- 
cies we enjoy under our preſent happy Conſtitution, 
and by our Unanimity and Concord avoid giving any 
Advantage to the wicked Diſturbers of it. — It is their 
Intereſt to cultivate and improve a Spirit of Diſſention 


and Sedition, that they may pave the Way for the 


Admittance of any Inſinuations of greater Advantages, 
and by that Means deprive us of thoſe we at preſent 
enjoy. — But let us conſtantly bear this in mind, that 
it is a prevailing Maxim of the Romiſh Religion, That 
no Faith is to be kept with Hereticks. Upon the Strength 
of which Principle, they are unpower'd to give the 
moſt ſolemn Affurances in order to compaſs their De- 
ſigns, and are abſolved from the Performance, as ſoon 
as they have got the Reins of Power in their own 
Hands. —Proteſtants, by reaſon of their tender Regard 
to the Ties of Conſcience, are looked upon by them as 
a credulous Set of People, eaſy to be impoſed upon by 
ſpecious Pretences, and ready to be cajoled by Jeſuitical 
Fallacies. — We have too often indeed been caught in 
the Snare, and brought into a fatal Captivity and Bon- 
dage; but the Experience of paſt Times will, I hope, 
ſufficiently forewarn us, and perſuade us to uſe our 
utmoſt Endeavours to guard againſt a Deluſion of the 


like Nature, WE 
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Wx have for many Years felt the happy Advanta- 
ges accruing to us from a Proteſtant Prince; we have 
had a long and convincing Proof of the Security of 
our Religion, Laws and Liberties, under our preſent 
gracious Sovereign, whom Go p has placed over us by 
our own unanimous Choice; would it not then be the 
higheſt Infatuation, would it not be a Madneſs in us, 
to hazard the Loſs of theſe important Bleſſings ? to be 
betrayed into a weak Credulity, by the Artifices of a 
Set of Men, whoſe Religion gives them a Licenſe to 
impoſe upon us? Let us not be ſo blind to our own 
beſt Intereſt, but convince them by our ſteady Ad- 
herence to His Majeſty, in this Time of Danger, and 
by our Zeal and Regard for the Eſtabliſhed Religion, 
that we are not the Dupes they take us to be. 

LET us look with the higheſt Indignation upon 
that unnatural Rebellion, which 1s now raiſed and pro- 
ſecuted with fo great Ardency againſt our Religion and 
Liberties, our Laws and Conſtitution, our King and 
our Country ; and vigorouſly unite againſt the Invader 
of them all, who would ſubjugate us to a Yoke, which 
neither our Fathers were, nor we ourſelves will ever be 
able to bear. | 

LET us then with all Humility and Fervency of 
Devotion importune the Almighty to remove this 
dreadful Calamity from us; that we may not only re- 
joice for his having done ſo great things for us already, 
but by a ſpeedy Return of the Bleſſings of Peace and 
Plenty, we may have freſh Cauſe to ſay, Bleſſed be the 
Lord, who hath Pleaſure in the Proſperity of his Servants, 

NIS. | 
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